
mission statement

continued on back

Jefferson Accelerated Math and Science (JAMS) mission is to develop 
creativity and critical thinking while meeting the social and emotional 
needs of adolescents who seek extra academic challenge. JAMS develops 
curious, independent, self-reflective learners who can lead and collaborate.

Jefferson Accelerated Math and Science (JAMS) is an integrated 3-year 
middle school program designed to meet the unique academic, social, 
and emotional needs of adolescents who seek extra academic challenge. 
JAMS engages students in math and science problem-solving through 
engineering design challenges and the use of technology. Teachers 
in the program facilitate learning in an environment that develops 
imagination and critical thinking.

JAMS students develop understanding of concepts and processes at 
their grade level and beyond to create innovative solutions to real-
world problems. JAMS students learn to lead and work collaboratively 
with their peers. By 8th grade, students think like design engineers and have the skills 
necessary to present their work in public forums. Upon completion of the program, students have 
had a powerful academic experience that eases their transition to advanced classes in high school.

JAMS
Jefferson   accelerated   math   &   science

about the JAMS program

“My daughter LOVES the JAMS program. When we talk about her day, she is always excited by the people and 
projects she gets to experience during JAMS. As parents we are so pleased to know she is receiving exceptional 
instruction and building a great social network with children of her capabilities.”

“We were hoping to find a math and science program that featured an outside the 
box approach to challenge our son. JAMS provides him with encouraging teachers 
that offer a fresh perspective in a class with students who share his interest in math and science”.



 

 

 

curriculum 

JAMS Teachers 
6th Grade Math/Science Block 

Larissa Maughan 
lmaughan@osd.wednet.edu 

7th Grade Math/Science Block 
Kati Halmos 

khalmos@osd.wednet.edu 

8th Grade Physical Science &
Applied Physical Scien 

Amber Zieske 

Science 
6th Grade 
• Geology and Earth Science 

• Cells, Organisms, and Diversity of Life 

• Health and Human Body Systems 

7th Grade 
• Planetary Science 

• 
Genetic Inheritance, Variation and Adaptation• 

Populations and Ecosystems 

8th Grade 
• Physical Science (for high school credit) 

Engineering 
The engineering component of the JAMS program begins in 6th 
grade as students complete project-based assignments. In 7th 
grade, they may choose robotics as an elective. 8th graders 
participate in applied physical science, which is a robotics-based 
engineering complement to the Physical Science course. All grades 
participate in an independent science project that is presented 
during the JMS Science Expo in April. 

Math 
In 6th and 7th grade students learn math during the integrated 
math-science block class. By 8th grade, students will have 
completed algebra or algebra and geometry for high school credit. 

If students seek and qualify for earlier acceleration, they may 
choose to take an advanced math class as an elective in addition to 
the math-science block. 

Jefferson 
Middle School 

2200 Conger Avenue NW 
Olympia, WA 98502 

(360) 596-3200 

http://jefferson.osd.wednet.edu 

JAMS kids say 
• “JAMS has been an amazing experience! The teachers encourage

your learning and challenge your limits.” 

• “JAMS makes me excited to come to school.” 

• “I have loved JAMS so much. It challenges me to think about
things I hadn’t before. The classes are hard and fun, and the
overall experience is great.” 

Jane Allaire - jallaire@osd.wednet.edu 

Lindsay Welsh - lwelsh@osd.wednet.edu 

azieske@osd.wednet.edu 
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